WESSEX TALES

Casting an interested glance over the rising
building and the busy workmen, Lucy Savile and
the little Downes passed by; and after that time it
became a regular though almost unconscious custom
of Barnet to stand in the half-completed house and
look from the ungarnished windows at the governess
as she tripped towards the sea-shore with her young
charges, which she was in the habit of doing on most
fine afternoons. It was on one of these occasions,
when he had been loitering on the first-floor landing,
near the hole left for the staircase, not yet erected,
that there appeared above the edge of the floor a little
hat, followed by a little head.

Barnet withdrew through a doorway, and the child
came to the top of the ladder, stepping on to the floor
and crying to her sisters and Miss Savile to follow.
Another head rose above the floor, and another, and
then Lucy herself came into view. The troop ran
hither and thither through the empty, shaving-strewn
rooms, and Barnet came forward.

Lucy uttered a small exclamation: she was very-
sorry that she had intruded ; she had not the least idea
that Mr. Barnet was there: the children had come up,
and she had followed.

Barnet replied that he was only too glad to see
them there. ' And now, let me show you the rooms/
he said.

She passively assented, and he took her round.
There was not much to show in such a bare skeleton
of a house, but he made the most of it, and explained
the different ornamental fittings that were soon to be
fixed here and there. Lucy made but few remarks
in reply, though she seemed pleased with her visit,
and stole away down the ladder, followed by her
companions.

After this the new residence became yet more of
a hobby for Barnet. Downe's children did not forget
their first visit, and when the windows were glazed,
and the handsome staircase spread its broad low steps
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